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A tutorial for installing Visual Studio 6.0 on Windows 10

Yes, you read that title correctly, this article describes how to install Visual Studio
6.0 on Windows 10. Visual Studio 6.0 is still widely used around the globe, and
there is a need to provide support for legacy applications and developers who
still want to use this platform. Also, being the old timer that I am, I still like using
Visual Studio 6.0 whose interface was specifically designed for C++
development. Sure, I admit I might be a little resistant to change, but I also find
the MFC wizards are more C++ friendly and I like the ability to record macros
which was no longer supported with newer versions of Visual Studio.

I have read several articles on this subject, most are good but seem to be

incomplete or missing one or two key elements. I wanted to document what I
have discovered through trial and error to be the best approach for installing
Visual Studio 6.0 on later versions of Windows without the need for a 3™ party

tool or installer.

https://www.codeproject.com/Articles/1191047/Install-Visual-Studio-on-Windows?msg=5907 168#xx5907 168xx 111



08.08.25, 19:46 Install Visual Studio 6.0 on Windows 10 - CodeProject

& Installation Wizard for Visual Studio 6.0 Enterprise Edition >

Visual Studio 6.0 Enterprise Edition

& The Visual Studic 6.0 Enterprise Edition Setup program will walk you through
installing the applications and components youll need to accomplish your
programming tasks.

Use the Next button to proceed to the next screen. F you wart to change
something in & previous screen, click the Back button. You may cancel the
installation at any time by clicking the Exit button,

If vou would like to view the Visual Studio &.0 Enterprise Edition Readme
file, click here.

View Readme J

If you are reading this article, you have no doubt already attempted to install
Visual Studio 6.0 on Windows 10 already and it has failed. If this is the case, you
will need to do some manual cleanup first before we get started. Follow these
steps to manually clean up any previous installation attempts:

You will need to remove any installation folders from previous installation
attempts, they are usually located under C:\Program Files (x86) folder for 64-Bit
OS and C:\Program Files folder on 32-Bit OS. Note: If you have installed Visual
Studio 2017, make sure you do not touch the C:\Program Files (x86)\Microsoft
Visual Studio\2017 folder.

e C:\Program Files (x86)\Microsoft Visual Studio\Common

e C:\Program Files (x86)\Microsoft Visual Studio\MSDN

e C:\Program Files (x86)\Microsoft Visual Studio\MSDN98

e C:\Program Files (x86)\Microsoft Visual Studio\VB98

e C:\Program Files (x86)\Microsoft Visual Studio\VC98

e C:\Program Files (x86)\Microsoft Visual Studio\* HTM

e C:\Program Files (x86)\Microsoft Visual Studio\*.TXT

e C:\Program Files (x86)\Common Files\Microsoft Shared\MSDesigners98
e C:\Program Files (x86)\Common Files\Microsoft Shared\MSDN
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e C:\Program Files (x86)\Common Files\Microsoft Shared\VS98
e C:\Program Files (x86)\Common Files\Microsoft Shared\Wizards98

You will need to run regedit.exe and delete the following keys if they exist:

e HKEY LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\Microsoft\DevStudio

o HKEY LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\Microsoft\HTML Help Collections

o HKEY LOCAL MACHINE\Software\Microsoft\MSVSDG

e HKEY LOCAL MACHINE\Software\Microsoft\Visual Basic\6.0

o HKEY LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\Microsoft\Visual Component Manager

o HKEY LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\Microsoft\Visual Modeler

o HKEY LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\Microsoft\VisualStudio\6.0

o HKEY LOCAL MACHINE\Software\Wow6432Node\Microsoft\DevStudio

e HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\Wow6432Node\Microsoft\HTML Help
Collections

o HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\Wow6432Node\Microsoft\MSVSDG

e HKEY LOCAL _MACHINE\Software\Wow6432Node\Microsoft\Visual Basic\6.0

o HKEY LOCAL _MACHINE\Software\Wow6432Node\Microsoft\Visual
Component Manager

o HKEY LOCAL _MACHINE\Software\Wow6432Node\Microsoft\Visual Modeler

o HKEY LOCAL _MACHINE\Software\Wow6432Node\Microsoft\VisualStudio\6.0

o HKEY CURRENT_USER\Software\Microsoft\DevStudio

o HKEY_ CURRENT_USER\Software\Microsoft\MSVSDG

e HKEY CURRENT_USER\Software\Microsoft\Visual Basic\6.0

o HKEY CURRENT_USER\Software\Microsoft\Visual Modeler

o HKEY CURRENT_USER\Software\Microsoft\VisualFoxPro

e HKEY CURRENT_USER\Software\Microsoft\VisualStudio\6.0

First, you are going to need a copy of Visual Studio 6.0 setup files. I am going to
assume that you have obtained or own a legal licensed copy of this already. This
article references the Enterprise edition of Visual Studio; however the same
approach should work with the Professional version as well, now let's begin.

You will to need to create a folder either on your desktop or some other location
that we can use to copy the installation files to. The reason for this is some of the
files will need to be modified or edited. Let's create a folder on your desktop and
call it Setup. Go to your installation CD and copy the contents to this folder. If
you have multiple CDs, copy each one starting with the first one to the Setup
folder, you can skip over files with duplicate names when prompted to overwrite.
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Edit the file called SETUPWIZ.INI and under the section called [setup wizard],
change the entry for VmPath=ie4\msjavx86.exe. If this entry does not exist, you
can skip this step. We need to remove the value ie4\msjavx86.exe form this
entry so it will create an empty environment variable during installation. This will
stop the setup wizard from looking for and installing this very old version of MS
Java on our system. After removing this entry, your INI file entry should now look
like this:

= Il Lpia/ FINSSTIN] (. JIELRSLTRSSIIL L o SUHI VEH LWL UF IEQLSLEL AL
cp: S /www . microgsoft.com/isapi/redir.dll ?Prd=v

I
O o e 1

I
L kA

[clients]

24 clientl Installshield.ishield\vsetun.exe.ve38ecdl.inf.

Go to the Setup folder we created on our Desktop and locate the file SETUPEXE.
Right click on this file and choose Properties. Select the Compatibility tab and
check to box Run this program in compatibility mode for: and set the value to
Windows XP (Service Pack 3). Also make sure you check the box Run this
program as an administrator and press the Apply button. You can also use the
Service Pack 2 option, either setting should work.

& SETUP.EXE Properties =

Gereral Compatibiity  Securty Details  Previous Versions

If this program isn't working comectly on this version of Windows,
try running the compatibility troubleshooter.

Compatibility mode
Run this program in compatibility mode for:

Windows %P (Service Pack 3)

[ ] Reduced com
8ot (256} color

] Run in 640 x 480 screen resolution
[ ] Disable display =caling on high DPI esttings

[«]Run thiz program as an administrator

Q[ﬁhange settings for all users

oK Cancel Apphy
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Now we should be ready to begin the installation. From our Setup folder on the
Desktop, right click on SETUREXE and choose Run as administrator. Once the
Setup dialog is displayed, choose all the defaults for each step until you reach
the Visual Studio 6.0 Enterprise Setup dialog, then press the Continue button.
Setup will search the system for previously installed components. Once this
process has completed (it may take a while depending on your system), you will
be presented with a dialog to choose the installation type, select the Custom
setup option to continue. This is where things will vary depending on what
version you are installing - Professional or Enterprise. The screens shots below
are from the Enterprise edition. If you are prompted about installing Source Safe,
choose the NO option to continue.

At this point, you should see the Visual Studio 6.0 Enterprise - Custom dialog.
For this article, we are only installing Visual Basic 6.0 and Visual C++ 6.0, so you
can uncheck the options for Visual FoxPro 6.0, Visual InterDev 6.0 and Visual
SourceSafe 6.0. Now select the option for Visual C++ 6.0 and press the Change
Option... button to install the UNICODE libraries for MFC.

Visual Studio 6.0 Enterprise - Custom ¥

[ the Options list, select the items pou want inztalled; clear the tems pou do not want installed.

& grayed box with a check indicates that only part of the component will be inztalled. To select all components
it the Option list, click Select Al

Options: Dezcrption:
[ Microsoft Visual Basic 5.0 46350 K A | Setup wil allow you to customize which
tWizual C++ 6.0 2R12R1 K components o install

| Microzoft Wisual FoxPro 6.0 BYE42 K.
[ Microzoft Wizual InterDew 6.0 43754 K
[ Microzoft Wizual SourceSafe 6.0 9926 K.
[T Actives 3446 K Change Optior...
[+ Databcoess 3162 K.
[+ Enterprise Tools 35740 K Select Al
[ Graphics BOAT K. w

Faolder for Currently Selected Optiorn; -

C:%Program Files [#86)5Microzaft Visual StudiohC38 Change Folder...
Space required on C; 345334 K
Space available on C: 380411883

[0
Continue Cancel
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Although this part is optional, most modern applications need to provide
support for multiple languages and you will need this option if you plan on
supporting languages such as Chinese, Japanese or Arabic. When presented with
the next dialog, select the option VC++ MFC and Template Libraries and press
the Change Option... button, then select the option MS Foundation Class
Libraries and press the Change Option... button. Here, we will want to install
everything listed so press the Select All button to choose all the options, you
should now see the following options:

Visual Studio 6.0 Enterprise - MS Foundation Class Libraries | # IEI

I the Optionz hist, select the tems pou want installed; clear the items vou do not want ingtalled.

& grayed box with a check indicates that only part of the component will be inztalled. To select all components
ir the Option list, click Select All.

Options: Description:

[v Static Libraries 47531 K. | Installs the headers, libraries, and debug symbals
[¥ Shared Libraries 34847 k| for static linkage to the Unicode version of MEC
e Static Libraries for Unicode

[w Shared Libraries for Uhicode 30930 k.

[w Browszer Database 932 K

[v Source Code E39E k.

Select All

Folder for Currently Selected Option; -
C:AProgram Files [#B6)5Microzaft VMisual StudiohCI8%FChLIB

Space reguired on C: 157294 K,

Space available on C: 2801 76884
|

0k, Cancel

Press the OK button to continue. Keep pressing the OK button until we get back
to the Visual Studio 6.0 Enterprise - Custom dialog.

Select Data Access and press the Change Option... button. When the Data
Access dialog opens, select the ADO, RDS and OLE DB Providers setting and
make sure it is unchecked. You will see a message that says the component is an
essential part of the application, you can ignore this warning and press the OK
button. Leaving this option checked will cause the installation to fail on Windows
10.
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Visual Studio 6.0 Enterprise - Data Access | w @

[ the Options list, select the items pou want inztalled; clear the tems pou do not want installed.

& grayed bos with a check indicates that only part of the component will be inztalled. To select all components
it the Option lizt, click Select All.

Options: Deszcrption;

______ - 105, and OLE DB Pro ADD [Activey Data Objects), RDS (Remote
[% Wicrozgaft ODBC Drivers 1885 k. | Data Services), and OLE DB data providers.
[ Jet 1S4k Drivers 0k
[+ Remote Data Objects and Controls 1185 K
[¥ Data Enviranment 1186 K

Change Option. .. ‘

Select All ‘

Folder for Currently Selected Option; -
C:AProgram Filez [#8615Common Fileshspstembada Chang I |

Space required on C; 4256 K.
Space available on C: 02710920
o8

k. Cancel

The last setting we need to disable is the Visual Studio Analyzer. Leaving this
option checked will cause the installation to fail. To disable this, select the
Enterprise Tools option and press the Change Option... button. Uncheck the

option for Visual Studio Analyzer on the Enterprise Tools dialog and press the OK
button to continue.
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Visual Studio 6.0 Enterprise - Enterprize Tools | w @

I the Optionz lizt, select the tems pou want ingtalled; clear the items vou do nob want installed.

& graved box with a check indicates that only part of the component will be installed. To zelect all components
it the Option lizt, click Select Al

Ophions: Dezcription:

[v Application Perfformance Explarer 734 E | Installs Visual Studio Analyzer Client,
[v FRepository 1373 K

[v “izual Component banager 33 K

[w “izual Bazic Enterprize Components 2247 K.

[w YC++ Enterprize Toolz BAG K.

[¥ Microzoft Visual Modeler 14974 k.,

@_‘ Wigyal Studio Analyzer 13644 K Select Al

Folder for Currently Selected Option; -
C:AProgram Files [+86)5Microgaft Visual StudiohCommon' T oolsh'S -Ent38% analvar

Space reguired on C: F2M2 K

Space available on C: 280299516
%

0k, Cancel

Now we are ready to start the installation, press the Continue button to begin.
When presented with the Setup Environment Variables dialog, just leave the
Register Environment Variables box unchecked and press the OK button to
continue. The installer should now be running and installing files onto your hard
drive. Once completed, you will be asked to overwrite JIT Settings, select No to
continue. You should now see a Restart Windows dialog indicating your
installation was successful. Close any open applications and press the Restart
Windows button to continue your installation.

Visual Studio 6.0 Enterprise - Restart Windows | T @

'ou need to restart Windows to complete the inztallation,

Before vou restart, close any open applications, including M5-D05 seszsions,
and zave all current documents. Remowve any floppy dizks still inzerted in a
digk. drive. Then, click the Restart Windows button,

[f you chooze to restart, the screen may go blank or ficker. Pleaze be patient
while Setup restarts vour machine.

Bestart Windows Exit Setup
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You will be prompted to install MSDN once Windows restarts, follow the prompts
to complete the installation.

& Installation Wizard for Visual Studio 6.0 Enterprise Edition >

Install MSDN

e = The Microsoft Developer Metwork Library contains all the documentation
and samples for all of Visual Studio 6.0. To view vour online
documentation for Visual Studio 6.0 applications and components, you

must install the MSDN Library.

To install the MSDN Library, insert the MSDN CD into your CO-ROM drive
and click the Mext button.

if you have a newer version of the M5SDN Librany CO, you may use it in
place of the Visual Studio .0 M5DN CD,

g
4

Once you have successfully installed Visual Studio 6.0, you should install the
latest Service Pack which is Service Pack 6. As of the writing of this article, you
could still download SP6 from Microsoft's website, click here for more details.
Extract the files to a folder on your Desktop, and right click on the file
SETUPSP6.EXE follow the same steps we did under Step 3 for SETUPEXE and
change compatibility to Windows XP (Service Pack 3), and run the executable as
Administrator. Follow the prompts to complete the installation.

Once completed, again follow the steps outlined in Step 3 above and double
check the compatibility mode for the .exe files located in C:\Program Files
(x86)\Microsoft Visual Studio\Common\MSDev98\Bin\ and make sure they are set
to Windows XP compatibility. Visual Studio 6.0 Enterprise edition is ready to use.

If you see the Program Compatibility Assistant dialog open when you first run

Visual Studio 6.0, you can check the box that says Don't show this message

again and press the Run the program without getting help button. You should

no longer see this message when you run Visual Studio 6.0.
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¢ Program Compatlality Assistant
This app may not work correctly

Visual Studig
Micrasoft

%) Dar't ghew this message again

Thas app can’t run becawse it causes security or performance msues on Windows. & new verison may be svailable. Check
with your software provider for an updated app that nuns on this version of Windows.

Get help onling Bun the program without getting help Close
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x

If your application hangs or crashes when you step through your code while
debugging, select Tools from the drop menu in Visual Studio 6.0, then Options
to open the Options dialog. Select the Debug tab and uncheck the OLE RPC
debugging and Debug commands invoke Edit and Continue options and
restart Visual Studio 6.0. You should now be able to step through your code

without any problems.

Optons

- Call stack window

¥ Parameter ypes

v Return value

Editor | Tabs | Debug l Compatibility | Buald ] Directones ] b

- General 1 Memaory window

[ Hegadecimal display Address: Format:

~Disassembly window | Byte Re
W Source annotation ™ Re-evaluate expression
[~ Code bytes | Show data bytes
W Symbals I Fised width; |r_|

v Parameter values

[ Load COFF & Expor

? bed

| Display unicode strings

v View floating point registers
v Jusbind ;
OLE RPC debuagging

oK Cancel

Visual Studio 6.0 had some useful add on programs that you could install to
make the user interface a better experience, I have listed a few of them here
below. As of the writing of this article, you could still download these tools from

wndtabs.com.
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Provides and file management for the Visual C++ 6 editor

Smart spell-checker for Visual Studio

Easily count source code lines in your Visual Studio projects

I would like to give credit to the following articles for providing information on
cleaning up failed Visual Studio 6.0 installations and preventing old MS Java
installation from starting:

e How to install Visual Studio 6 onto Windows 10
¢ Installing Visual Basic/Studio 6 on Windows 10

If you have any additional comments or tips that would make this article more
helpful, please let me know, otherwise thanks for reading and I hope you found
this information useful.
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